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A widow is a very short line – usually one word, or the end of a hyphenated word – at the end of a  
paragraph or column. A widow is considered bad typography because it leaves too much white space 
between paragraphs or at the bottom of a page.

An orphan is a single word, part of a word or very short line, except it appears at the beginning of a    
column or a page. This results in poor horizontal alignment at the top of the column or page.
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